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SUBJECT: FOI RELEASE REGARDING NARCOTICS TRAFFIC BY 
PANAMANIANS 

1 . ON DECEMBER 16 DRUG ENFORCEMENT ADMINISTRATION MADE 
AVAILABLE PORTIONS OF RECORDS IN RESPONSE TO EIGHT 
SEPARATE FOI REQUESTS FOR ITS RECORDS DEALING WITH ALLEGED 
DRUG TRAFFICKING BY PANAMANIANS. DEA CONSULTED WITH 
DEPARTMENT AND SEVERAL OTHER AGENCIES PRIOR TO RELEASE OF 
THIS MATERIAL. 

2. DEA LETTER TO THOSE REQUESTING INFORMATION (INCLUDING 
SENATOR DOLE. CBS, LOS ANGELES TIMES AND REPRESENTATIVE 
ROOERT DORNAN) STATED THAT: (A) IN ADDITION TO MATERIAL 
RELEASED OTHER MATERIAL IS BEING WITHHELD PURSUANT TO 
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VARIOUS FOIA EXEMPTIONS; (B) OTHER AGENCIES WILL DECIDE 
REGARDING ACCESS TO THEIR DOCUMENTS WHICH HAD BEEN FUR- 
NISHED DEA; (C) COURT DOCUMENTS IN CASE OF US V. RICHARD 
CAN BE OBTAINED FROM CLERK OF COURT; (D) APPEAL FROM 
DEA DECISION MAY BE FILED WITHIN THIRTY DAYS TO DEPART 
MENT OF JUSTICE. 
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3. DEPARTMENT AIRPOUCHING COPY OF DOCUMENTS RELEASED BY 
DEA, COVERING LETTER AND LETTER FROM SENATOR DOLE 
REQUESTING DOCUMENTS. 

4. PRESS GUIDANCE BEING USED BY THE DEPARTMENT TO HANDLE 
ANTICIPATED PRESS QUESTIONS IS IN FORM OF FOLLOWING Q'S 
AND A'S: 

Q. WAS THE STATE DEPARTMENT INVOLVED IN THE PRO- 
CESSING OF THE DEA MATERIAL REQUESTED BY SENATOR DOLE 
AND CBS? 

A. WE HELD CONSULTATION WITH DEA AS IS REGULARLY 
DONE IN CASES OF THIS KIND. 

Q. DID YOU GIVE COMMENTS TO DEA ON THIS MATERIAL? 

A. YES, WE GAVE COMMENTS TO DEA, WHICH THEY CON 
SIDERED. 

Q. DID YOU RECOMMEND THAT ANY MATERIAL BE WITHHELD? 

A. WE DID COMMENT ON THE REASONS WHICH WE THOUGHT 
WOULD EXEMPT SOME MATERIAL FOR RELEASE UNDER THE FOIA. 
WE BELIEVE THE APPLICABLE REASONS FOR WITHHOLDING SOME 
OF THE REQUESTED MATERIAL WERE STATED IN THE LETTERS 
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FROM DEA TO THOSE MAKING THE FOI REQUESTS. 

Q. DID ANY OF THE MATERIAL SHOW THAT HIGH PANAMANIAN 
OFFICIALS WERE INVOLVED IN DRUG TRAFFICKING? 

A. WE CANNOT COMMENT ON SPECIFIC ITEMS OR REASONS 
FOR WITHHOLDING. ANY FURTHER QUESTIONS SHOULD BE ASKED 
OF THE JUSTICE DEPARTMENT. 

5. IF QUESTION ASKED SPECIFICALLY REGARDING GENERAL 
TORRIJOS, WE WOULD SAY WE HAVE BEEN ADVISED THAT GENERAL 
TORRIJOS IS NOT THE SUBJECT OF ANY INVESTIGATION BY ANY 
AGENCY OF THE US GOVERNMENT. 

6. FYI. DEPARTMENT HAS BEEN INFORMED THAT ALL THE DOCU- 
MENTS IN THEIR ORIGINAL FORM PRIOR TO WITHHOLDING OF ANY 
PORTIONS MAY BE IN HANDS OF SOME OF THOSE, INCLUDING 
SENATOR DOLE, WHO MADE FOI REQUESTS. VANCE 
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